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Key Points:

• Pakistan Navy recently concluded the seventh iteration of its flagship multilateral exercise “AMAN”.

• Countries in Asia (including West Asia/Iran/Gulf) comprised the largest share of AMAN-2021 participants region-
wise, followed by Europe.

• The AMAN series of multilateral exercises are “significant in fostering regional cooperation for maintaining good 
order at sea, improving interoperability and exhibiting a common resolve against crimes and illicit activities in the 
maritime domain.”

• The most-cited example of AMAN-2021’s success was the common platform available for the US, NATO, Russia, 
Iran and China to huddle together under a neutral banner for engagements in a purely apolitical environment. A 
prominent takeaway was the International Fleet Review that culminated in the North Arabian Sea. 

• AMAN-2021 provided a platform to promote a better understanding between Pakistani and US naval officers. 

• The exercise received limited mainstream media projection outside Pakistan, despite the fanfare that it provided a 
platform for the Russian Navy and NATO member states to hold maritime manoeuvres together after almost a decade

• Limited Southeast Asian participation suggests Islamabad’s casual approach in executing economic diplomacy with 
Southeast Asia.

• Despite its success, certain aspects of AMAN-2021 merit a high-level review by the authorities concerned, including 
improving public relations operations, regulating foreign media activities, and juxtaposing AMAN with RMSP. Also, 
there is a need to strengthen relations with the and IOR Island States and to fortify the lobbying for IORA membership.

• AMAN exercises remain the largest of their kind in the Western Indian Ocean, and in lieu of its geostrategic 
significance among extra-regional actors, bear extensive symbolic value.
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Pakistan Navy recently concluded the seventh 
iteration of its flagship multilateral exercise 
“AMAN” (Peace) that included an International 
Maritime Conference, counter-terrorism 

demonstration, free-fall parachute jumps and an 
International Fleet Review in the North Arabian 

Sea. Although 45 countries were formally invited for 
participation in Exercise AMAN-2021, 43 actually 
participated (Figure 1). Technically, this was not the 
largest participation in this exercise’s history since the 
previous exercise (AMAN-2019) featured 45 countries 
and was overseen by the incumbent Pakistani Chief 
of Naval Staff (CNS) Admiral Amjad Khan Niazi, then 
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Commander Pakistan Fleet (COMPAK).1

Figure 1: Confirmed participants in AMAN-2021 plotted by the author. 
Detailed list in Annexure I

This paper attempts to fill some of the gaps around 
AMAN-2021 by highlighting some overlooked aspects. To 
do so, it will attempt to address the following questions: 

1. What was the geographic representation in AMAN-
2021?

2. What are some of the prominent foreign naval assets 
that participated in AMAN-2021?

3. What was the geostrategic backdrop during AMAN-
2021?

4. How much international mainstream projection did 
AMAN-2021 receive?

5. Should the Pakistan Navy enhance the scope and 
influence of AMAN exercises?

This paper relies almost exclusively on secondary 
sources for research, except the original list of invitees 
(Annexure I) and the final list of confirmed participants 
(Annexure-II).  The author aims to expand upon the 
existing body of knowledge on AMAN exercises and 
contribute further to research material on Pakistan’s 
naval diplomacy.2 

Geographic Breakdown

Based on the list of final/confirmed participants, it is 
understood that countries in Asia (including West Asia/
Iran/Gulf) comprised the largest share of AMAN-2021 
participants region-wise, followed by Europe (Figure 2).

1  İbrahim Sünnetçi, “’Together For Peace’ AMAN-19 Multinational Naval 
Exercise & Pakistan – Turkey Defence Cooperation”, 2021,” Defence Turkey 
no 91, accessed March 15, 2021, https://www.defenceturkey.com/en/
content/together-for-peace-aman-19-multinational-naval-exercise-
pakistan-turkey-defence-cooperation-3454. 
2  Factual errors and inconsistencies in this paper, if any, are unintended 
and are attributable to the author alone.

Figure 2: Visual by the author. Digits represent the number of confirmed 
participating countries

The breakdown of Asian regions (Figure 3) revealed that 
the West Asian participants, including Iran and the Gulf 
countries, comprised the largest share. 

Ironically, South Asia had little representation. Only two 
of the eight members of the South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) participated, namely 
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. Afghanistan was initially 
part of the invitees but did not participate. Sri Lanka 
was the only Indian Ocean Region (IOR) island nation to 
be part of AMAN-2021.

Another notable observation is the very limited share 
of sub-regional participation from Southeast Asia. 
While the Philippines was invited, it did not participate. 
Malaysia was not invited, and it remains unclear what 
was the rationale behind this decision. Pakistan’s 
diplomatic leadership during the incumbent Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government had expressed its 
desire for a “deeper engagement” with Southeast Asia 
and broadening sectoral collaboration with members of 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).3 
Relations with Malaysia, a country that helped Pakistan4 
evade Financial Action Task Force (FATF) sanctions, 
had nosedived after Prime Minister Khan abruptly 
cancelled his much-publicised participation in the 2019 
KL Summit in Kuala Lumpur.5 Indonesia was the only 
Southeast Asian participant and hence the only ASEAN 
member state that participated. This observation 
suggests Islamabad’s casual approach in executing 

3  “Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi’s Meeting With Foreign 
Minister Of Malaysia,” Ministry of Foreign Affairs, last modified May 30, 
2019, http://mofa.gov.pk/foreign-minister-shah-mahmood-qureshis-
meeting-with-foreign-minister-of-malaysia-2/. 
4  Dipanjan Chaudhary, “FATF Meet: China, Turkey, and Malaysia Bail 
out Pakistan at FATF Meet”, The Economic Times, last modified June 22, 
2019, https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/china-
turkey-malaysia-bail-out-pakistan-at-fatf-meet/articleshow/69899220.
cms?from=mdr,.  
5  Amir Latif, “Pakistan’s Pullout from Malaysia Summit Draws Criticism,” 
Anadolu Agency, last modified December 19, 2019, https://www.aa.com.
tr/en/asia-pacific/pakistans-pullout-from-malaysia-summit-draws-
criticism/1678477.
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economic diplomacy with Southeast Asia.6

Figure 3: Visual by the author. Digits represent the number of confirmed 
participating countries

Participation by the United States (US) Navy in AMAN-
2021 was important for Islamabad, especially after 
growing strategic alignments with the Indian Navy in 
the Western Indian Ocean.7

Pakistan Navy has played a vital role in regional maritime 
security and counter-narcotics through participation 
in Combined Maritime Forces. These activities are 
patronised by the US Central Command (CENTCOM) 
Commander, whose role is viewed favourably by all 
regional states, except Iran. Over the past few years, 
there have been concerns within Pakistan’s strategic 
establishment that India’s desire to act as the “net 
security provider” in the IOR is thoroughly supported 
by extra-regional forces, particularly the US. In this 
context, AMAN-2021 provided a platform to promote a 
better understanding between Pakistani and US naval 
officers.

From the Pentagon’s perspective, although Pakistan 
comes under CENTCOM’s Area of Responsibility (AOR), 
AMAN-2021 witnessed equal participation by countries 
(13 each) falling under both CENTCOM and European 
Command (EUCOM) AORs (Figure 4). The second-
highest share was of countries in the AOR of Africa 
Command (AFRICOM). 

These observations point toward Pakistan’s 
overwhelming (albeit natural) focus on the Western 

6  Sidra Tariq Jamil and Mustafa Izzuddin, “Why Southeast Asia Should 
Matter To Imran Khan’s Pakistan”, The Diplomat, last modified March 27, 
2020,  https://thediplomat.com/2020/03/why-southeast-asia-should-
matter-to-imran-khans-pakistan/.

7  “Congress Seeks Pentagon Briefing On India US Cooperation in Western 
Indian Ocean,” The Economic Times,  last modified December 11, 2019, 
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/congress-seeks-
pentagon-briefing-on-india-us-.
cooperat ion- in-western- indian-ocean/art ic leshow/72467503.
cms?from=mdr

Indian Ocean.8 The US itself has consolidated9 its assets 
in EUCOM and AFRICOM to cater for the larger sphere 
encompassing the Mediterranean and the Red Sea. 
These zones, in turn, are geopolitical flashpoints among 
countries such as Turkey, Israel, Russia, Gulf countries 
and Egypt. 

Figure 4: AMAN-2021 participants in US Combatant Command AORs. Visual 

by the author10

The Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) is an 
intergovernmental organisation established in 1997 
that aims to promote mutually-beneficial regional 
cooperation through a “consensus-based”, “evolutionary” 
and “non-intrusive” approach.11 Ironically, as the host 
of IOR’s largest non-bloc multilateral naval exercise, 
Pakistan’s request for membership continues to face 
rejection because of India’s veto.12 Nine of IORA’s 23 
member states were part of AMAN-2021, mostly those in 
the Western Indian Ocean (Figure 5). The predicament 
is even more alarming since Pakistan is a nodal state 
in China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) via the China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).13 In effect, while 
being host to the region’s largest multilateral naval 
exercise, Pakistan remains excluded from relevant policy 
discussions.

8  “Major Power Rivalry in Western Indian Ocean: Response Options for 
Pakistan,” NIMA, last modified April 03, 2019, https://bahria.edu.pk/
nima/major-power-rivalry-in-western-indian-ocean-response-options-for-
pakistan/. 
9  Judson, Jen, and Jen Judson, “US Army Europe and US Army Africa to 
Merge As Commander Pins on Fourth Star,” Defense News, last modified 
October 8, 2020, https://www.defensenews.com/digital-show-dailies/
ausa/2020/10/08/us-army-europe-and-us-army-africa-to-merge-as-
commander-pins-on-fourth-star/.
10  “Area of Responsibility” 2021, Source of AORs: Official websites of 
respective US combatant commands.
11  “About IORA,” Indian Ocean Rim Association, accessed March 12, 2021, 
https://www.iora.int/en/about/about-iora. 
12  Sidhant Sibal, “No hope for Pakistan to get membership of Indian Ocean 
Rim Association,” WIO News, last modified April 09, 2019, https://www.
wionews.com/south-asia/no-hope-for-pakistan-to-get-membership-of-
indian-ocean-rim-association-208989.
13  Azhar Azam, “CPEC Progress shows BRI Viability,” New Straits Times, 
last modified January 19, 2021, https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/
columnists/2021/01/658889/cpec-progress-shows-bri-viability. 
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Geostrategic Backdrop

Over the past decade, the Russian Navy strengthened 
its presence in the Mediterranean Sea, in a perceived 
challenge to the supremacy of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) and allied maritime forces.14 The 
2017 updated maritime doctrine of Russia took stock 
of the “danger” by the growth of piracy in the Gulf of 
Guinea, the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean.15 

The strengthening of the Black Sea Fleet and Russian 
forces in Crimea, as well as the maintenance of a 
constant naval presence in the Mediterranean, were 
highlighted as the “most critical” geographic priorities 
for the Russian Navy’s future development.16 The Black 
Sea Fleet is primarily responsible for the area and is 
frequently supported by assets from the Northern and 
Baltic Fleets.17 Interestingly, both the Black Sea and Baltic 
fleets have common experience engaging Pakistan, Iran 
and India18 in the IOR through a series of bilateral and 
multilateral engagements. 

14  Dmitry Gorenburg, “Russia’s Naval Strategy in the Mediterranean,” 
George C. Marshall: European Center for Security Studies, last modified July 
2019, https://www.marshallcenter.org/en/publications/security-insights/
russias-naval-strategy-mediterranean-0#toc-the-missions-of-the-russian-
navy.
15  “Decree of the President of the Russian Federation of July 
20, 2017 No. 327,” Official Internet portal of legal information, 
last modified July 27, 2017, http://publication.pravo.gov.ru/
Document/View/0001201707200015?index=0&rangeSize=1&mc_
cid=8dbd8574d4&mc_eid=3baefa44e9. 
16 Dmitry Gorenburg, “RUSSIA’S NEW AND UNREALISTIC NAVAL DOCTRINE”, 
The National Security Review, last modified July 26, 2017, https://
warontherocks.com/2017/07/russias-new-and-unrealistic-naval-doctrine/. 
17  Gorenburg, “Russia’s Naval Strategy in the Mediterranean.”
18  India has additionally exercised with the Pacific Fleet of Russian Navy. 

The establishment of a Russian naval base in Sudan19 and 
further military presence in Central and East Africa only 
add to the US and allies’ threat matrix.20 The AFRICOM, 
for its part, reinvigorated its civil-military outreach 
to Khartoum;21 and intends to further consolidate its 
foothold in the Horn of Africa. AFRICOM Commander 
US Army General Stephen Townsend earlier remarked 
in Djibouti that global competitors “understand Africa’s 
importance to their strategic interests”.22 It is beyond 
debate that the expanding influence of the US’ strategic 
adversaries, Russia and China,23 figured prominently 
during policy planning, apart from the stated threats 
from terrorist groups. Consequently, it was revealed 
that AFRICOM had “prioritised” construction projects 
across the continent from 2021 to 2025. 24

To the north of the Red Sea, there is an ongoing 
geopolitical contestation between Turkey’s claims to the 
19  “Russia Signs Deal With Sudan for Naval Base on the Red Sea,” The 
Maritime Executive, Accessed March 09, 2021, https://www.maritime-
executive.com/article/russia-signs-deal-with-sudan-for-naval-base-on-
the-red-sea. 
20  Jonathan Fenton-Harvey, “Russia’s Growing Clout in the Red Sea and 
Horn of Africa”, Inside Arabia, last modified February 15, 2021, https://
insidearabia.com/russias-growing-clout-in-the-red-sea-and-horn-of-
africa/. 
21  Camille Tawil, “AFRICOM to Asharq Al-Awsat: We’re Looking to Renew 
Partnership with Sudan”, English Aawsat, last modified February 04, 2021, 
https://english.aawsat.com/home/article/2784081/africom-asharq-al-
awsat-we%E2%80%99re-looking-renew-partnership-sudan. 
22  “Africom commander travels to East Africa”, Africom, last modified 
December 01, 2020, https://www.defenceweb.co.za/joint/diplomacy-a-
peace/africom-commander-travels-to-east-africa/. 
23  Abhijnan Rej, “US Defense Secretary Visits Northern Africa Amid Russian 
and Chinese Push in the Region”, The Diplomat, last modified October 
02, 2020, https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/us-defense-secretary-visits-
northern-africa-amid-russian-and-chinese-push-in-the-region/. 
24  Nick Turse, “Exclusive: The US military’s plans to cement its network 
of African bases,” Mail & Guardian, last modified May 01, 2020, https://
mg.co.za/article/2020-05-01-exclusive-the-us-militarys-plans-to-cement-
its-network-of-african-bases/. 

Figure 5: Mapping of AMAN-2021 through the IORA lens. Visual by the author
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Eastern Mediterranean and its bloc of rivals, comprising 
Israel, Greece, Egypt, and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), to name a few.25 These developments indicate that 
the waters connecting the Mediterranean to the Indian 
Ocean (the Red Sea) could become the stage for future 
conflict(s) among extra-regional forces in the IOR. This 
again substantiates Pakistan’s concerns that the Western 
Indian Ocean is headed toward increased militarisation 
among extra-regional forces with conflicting interests.

Relocating Israel to CENTCOM (January 2021)26 was 
another development of immense significance. Strategic 
analyst Yaakov Lappin believes that Israel’s entry to 
CENTCOM “could boost deterrence against Iran by 
signalling a major step in the crystallisation of a regional 
collective military partnership that recognises the Israeli-
Sunni alliance in the face of the radical Shiite axis”.27 
Observations and experiences acquired by the US Naval 
Forces Central Command (NAVCENT) representatives 
during AMAN-2021 might now figure prominently in its 
regional maritime familiarisation programmes. Despite 
the absence of formal diplomatic relations, Pakistan and 
Israel are now effectively linked with a common regional 
military intelligence framework via CENTCOM’s J2 
(Directorate of Intelligence). Therefore, the presence of 
a delegation from Iran Armed Forces General Staff at 
AMAN-2021 was no coincidence. The delegation head 
remarked, without naming any country, that there was 
“no need for trans-regional forces” to achieve collective 
maritime security in the IOR.28 It is unclear if he was 
referring to certain countries or a regional maritime 
collective such as NAVCENT.

The 2+2 dialogue between the US and Indian defence and 
foreign ministers (October 2020) heralded the signing of 
a Maritime Information Sharing Technical Arrangement 
(MISTA) and agreements to boost the Indian military’s 
coordination with CENTCOM and AFRICOM. Moreover, 
the appointment of an Indian Navy liaison officer at 
NAVCENT (Bahrain) was confirmed.29 Thus, technically 
speaking, while the Indian Navy was not a part of AMAN-
2021, it would reasonably have access to post-exercise 
briefings in the 5th Fleet headquarters. 
25  Agneska Bloch and Israa Saber, “What’s Driving the Conflict in the Eastern 
Mediterranean?” Support Lawfare, last modified March 18, 2021, https://
www.lawfareblog.com/whats-driving-conflict-eastern-mediterranean. 
26  John Vandiver, “CENTCOM mission expands to include Israel,” STARS And 
STRIPES, last modified January 15, 2021, https://www.stripes.com/news/
middle-east/centcom-mission-expands-to-include-israel-1.658602. 
27  Yaakov Lappin, “The US Brings Israel into CENTCOM”, The BEGIN-SADAT 
CENTER FOR STRATEGIC STUDIES, February 22, 2021, https://besacenter.
org/perspectives-papers/us-israel-centcom/
28  “Maritime security, no need for trans-regional forces,” Islamic Republic 
News Agency, last modified February 14, 2021, rhttps://en.irna.ir/
news/84229204/Maritime-security-no-need-for-trans-regional-forces-
Iranian. 
29  Snehesh Alex Philip, “Special forces, capacity-building, Indo-Pacific 
— how India-US ties will grow in coming days,” The Print, last modified 
October 28, 2020, https://theprint.in/defence/special-forces-capacity-
building-indo-pacific-how-india-us-ties-will-grow-in-coming-days/532522/. 

In 2018, the Pakistan Navy took the initiative of instituting 
Regional Maritime Security Patrols (RMSP).30 Its 
purpose, according to Pakistan Navy Commodore Sohail 
Azmie, is to “expand” what he terms, is a “maritime 
cooperative continuum”. Azmie describes the contours 
of RMSP as follows: “At one end of the continuum is 
unilaterally independent deployment, while at the 
other is a principled multilateral engagement seeking 
maritime security for the Indian Ocean Region. Devoting 
more ships for RMSP is reflective of Pakistan Navy’s 
seriousness and operational focus that governs its 
strategic choices in a region in need of a player on whose 
agenda tops the freedom of the seas”.31 There is mention 
of “embracing” the Combined Task Force (CTF) drills 
under NAVCENT’s aegis and RMSP in parallel. Azmie 
proffers that, “There are three key reasons that make 
the continuum concept a consistent and enduring one:

1) recourse to region-centric mechanisms; 2) working 
with but reducing dependence on extra-regional players 
and 3) need for smaller navies to cooperate”.32

Whatever the trajectory of multilateral naval engagements 
in the future, a bitter experience in 2018 that forced the 
Pakistan Navy to reconsider its participation in the CTF33 
may have left a deep imprint, prompting a thorough 
strategic review. Islamabad appears to have realised it 
will have to chart its own independent framework for 
assured access to Sea Lines of Communications (SLOCs) 
in the Western Indian Ocean instead of placing exclusive 
reliance on Washington.

Research indicates that the Pakistan Navy conducted 
eleven declared RMSP patrols since 2018 (Annexure-III). 
The areas visited encompass the critical maritime routes 
linking the Indian Ocean to the Mediterranean, covering 
the Red Sea, Persian Gulf, Gulf of Oman and the Gulf of 
Aden (Figure 6).

30  Muhammad Azam Khan, “Pakistan Navy in era of globalization & 
new challenges”, The News, last modified March 26, 2019, https://www.
thenews.com.pk/print/448863-pakistan-navy-in-era-of-globalisation-new-
challenges. 
31 Sohail Azmie, “Maritime Cooperative Continuum: Pakistan Navy’s 
Evolving Maritime Security Concept,” Defence Journal; Karachi 22, no 12, 
(Jul 2019): 60. https://search.proquest.com/openview/511dafe67f5a8ed9
f014ef699eea8b4f/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=616545. 
32  Ibid. 
33  Osama Bin Javaid, “Pakistan navy quits anti-piracy task force amid 
worsening US ties”, Al-Jazeera, last modified October 09 2018, https://
www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/10/9/pakistan-navy-quits-anti-piracy-task-
force-amid-worsening-us-ties. 
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The Importance of Naval Diplomacy

The most succinct yet wholesome definition of naval 
diplomacy is that the phenomenon refers to “the 
employment of naval power actively in the service 
of national interest with the intent to influence the 
thoughts and actions of foreign decision-makers. It 
can be practiced in the benign cooperative form and in 
coercive forms, when naval forces are used to threaten, 
or impose, violent sanctions, without engaging in a 
continuing contest of violence (sic).”34 

Australia’s former Chief of Navy, Vice Admiral Raymond 
Griggs, described successful modern naval diplomacy as 
“a tool in the broader conduct of a nation’s diplomatic 
effort. In that sense, maritime forces remain a very 
practical expression of a nation’s willingness and ability 
to be involved in a region.”35 

Indeed, as stated by the Pakistani CNS Admiral Niazi, 
the purpose of such exercises is to contribute to “the 
nation’s foreign policy objectives” via “key leadership 
engagements; navy-to-navy expert level talks; overseas 
deployments; and participation in bilateral/multilateral 
exercises (sic)”36. He added that the AMAN series of 

34  Brent Alan Ditzler, “Naval diplomacy beneath the waves: a study of the 
coercive use of submarines,” (Calhoun: The NPS Institutional Archive DSpace 
Repository): 6. https://calhoun.nps.edu/bitstream/handle/10945/27152/
navaldiplomacybe00ditz.pdf. 
35  Royal Australian Navy: 3, Accessed March 08, 2021, http://www.navy.
gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/SP13.pdf 
36  Liu Xuanzun and Guo Yuandan, “Pakistani, Chinese navies play important 
roles in maintaining maritime order of Indian Ocean: Exclusive with Pakistan 
Navy chief”, Global Times, last modified February 04, 2021, https://www.
globaltimes.cn/page/202102/1214952.shtml. 

multilateral exercises are “significant in fostering 
regional cooperation for maintaining good order at sea, 
improving interoperability and exhibiting a common 
resolve against crimes and illicit activities in the 
maritime domain.”37

Impact Assessment of AMAN-2021

The most-cited example of AMAN-2021’s success was the 
common platform available for the US, NATO, Russia, 
Iran and China to huddle together under a neutral banner 
for engagements in a purely apolitical environment. A 
prominent takeaway was the International Fleet Review 
that culminated in the North Arabian Sea. 

The Pakistan Navy’s warships PNS SAIF and PNS 
ASLAT, recurring leaders of RMSP in the region, led the 
international flotilla in line formation,38 which included 
the US Navy destroyer USS JOHN PAUL JONES (5th 
Fleet) and UK Royal Navy’s frigate HMS MONTROSE 
(Devonport Flotilla). In between these two trans-Atlantic 
powers, in parallel, were the Russian Navy frigate 
ADMIRAL GRIGOROVICH (Black Sea Fleet), People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA) Navy destroyer GUIYANG (North 
Sea Fleet) and Japanese Maritime Self-Defence Force 
vessel JS SUZUNAMI (Escort Flotilla 3) (Figure 7). 

37  Ibid.
38  Amjad Bashir Siddiqi, “AMAN-21 to pave way for making region peaceful, 
secure”, The News, last modified February 17, 2021, https://www.thenews.
com.pk/print/791274-aman-21-to-pave-way-for-making-region-peaceful-
secure-says-alvi. 

Figure 6: Green markings by the author show approximate locations of multiple Pakistan Navy RMSP patrols
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It may be proffered that the two most important naval 
diplomatic dividends for Pakistan in AMAN-2021 were 
the presence of Russia and Iran. While the former’s 
Black Sea Fleet officially participated in AMAN-2021,39 
reportedly three ships of the Baltic Fleet (RFS Stoikiy, 
RFS Kola and RFS Yakov Grebelsky) also docked at the 
Karachi port on 11 February 2021,40 just on the eve of 
the exercise. 

These ships discreetly moved west to Bandar Abbas 
port in neighbouring Iran for participation in joint Iran-
Russia Maritime Security Belt 202141 and onward for 
replenishment to Salalah port, Oman.42

Although Iran did not participate in AMAN-2021, it 
was an observer with representation from its military 
attachés posted in Pakistan and also a separate delegation 

39  “Three Russian ships enter Arabian Sea for Aman-2021 exercise”, 
Russians News Agency, last modified February 15, 2021, https://tass.com/
defense/1256469. 
40  “SeaWaves Magazine Ship Arrivals,” (SeaWaves Press,2020): 1-2, 
Accessed March 10, 2021, https://seawaves.com/wp-content/uploads/
navcall-current-176.pdf. 
41  “A detachment of warships of Baltic Fleet completed an exercise with 
Iranian Navy and is heading to the coast of Oman,” Ministry of Defence of 
the Russian Federation, last modified February 17, 2021, http://eng.mil.ru/
en/news_page/country/more.htm?id=12344756@egNews. 
42  “Corvette Stoyky of the Baltic Fleet entered Oman on a business call,” 
Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation, last modified February 20, 
2021, http://eng.mil.ru/en/news_page/country/more.htm?id=12345297@
egNews. 

from Iran Armed Forces’ General Staff, led by Iran Navy 
Commodore, Ariya Shafghat Rodsari. The delegation 
keenly witnessed the operational phase of AMAN-2021, 
prominently the International Fleet Review.43

Earlier, the Indonesian Navy, in an official press release, 
declared that regular participation in AMAN series of 
exercises is “one of the strategic policies of Indonesia’s 
Chief of Naval Staff” Admiral Yudo Margono as it helps 
“strengthen” military diplomacy and secure “national 
interests” for the archipelago.44

US Navy Rear Admiral Curt Renshaw, Deputy 
Commander of Naval Forces Central Command 
(NAVCENT), remarked that AMAN-2021 was indicative 
of the “value” given to Pakistan as a “key partner” in 
maintaining freedom of the seas and maritime security.45 
Yet, no media outlet of the US Department of Defence 
publicised participation in the drills. The official website 
and social media accounts of the CENTCOM and 5th 
Fleet remained silent till the time of writing this paper. 

43  Arya Shafeghat Roodsari. 
44  “KASAL PAKISTAN KUNJUNGI KRI BUNG TOMO-357 PADA 
MULTINATIONAL EXERCISE AMAN-21 DI KARACHI”, TNI ANGKATAN 
LAUT, last modified February 13, 2021, https://www.tnial.mil.id/
berita/19675/KASAL-PAKISTAN-KUNJUNGI-KRI-BUNG-TOMO-357-PADA-
MULTINATIONAL-EXERCISE-AMAN-21-DI-KARACHI/. 
45  Zaki Khalid, Twitter Post, February 14, 2021, 10:12 p.m., https://twitter.
com/misterzedpk/status/1361000333888139276. 

Figure 7: Markings by the author of ships that were identified with the help of multiple credible sources
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The perception in Pakistan, to a justifiable extent, is that 
the US Navy chose not to send the “wrong signals” to its 
regional partner, India. 

Foreign Media Coverage: AMAN-2021 received limited 
mainstream media projection outside Pakistan, despite 
the fanfare that it provided a platform for the Russian 
Navy and NATO member states to hold maritime 
manoeuvres together after almost a decade.46

To carry out a fact-based impact assessment, the 
following framework was adopted:

• Reports in the English language (excluding opinion 
editorials/ commentaries) published by registered 
foreign media entities were examined (Annexure-III). 
Reliance was placed on reports indexed by Google, the 
world’s largest and most popular search engine.

• The timeframe was set for 1 January 2021 as the 
Date of Origin and 17 February 2021 (a day after the 
culmination of AMAN-2021) as the Date of Conclusion.

Reports by foreign navy departments and/or defence 
media outlets were excluded.

• Reports sourced from a syndicated news agency 
(for example, Associated Press, Press Trust of India 
etc.) were published by multiple outlets and were 
counted/ quantified as “1” only (single instance) to 
avoid duplication.

• News sources were categorised according to the 
country where they are headquartered.

Sentiment markings were based on the following 
criteria:

• “Positive” was assigned to reports that contained 
in-depth reporting on AMAN-2021 with an overall 
sentiment that is favourable toward the Pakistan Navy.

• “Neutral” was assigned to reports that contained 
general information about AMAN-2021 and were not 
perceived as putting in any extraordinary content for 
image projection of the Pakistan Navy.

• “Negative” was assigned to reports which either had 
negative overtones in the headline and/or contained 
content leaving an overall unfavourable impression of 
the Pakistan Navy.

Findings based on the research framework above reveal 
that media entities based in India gave the highest 
foreign coverage to AMAN-2021. There was lesser but 
equal coverage by media entities in the US, Russia, 
Iran and China. Chinese media led positive coverage 

46 “Aman 21’ brings Russia, NATO in joint drill for first time in decade”, 
Pakistan Today, last modified February 07, 2021, https://www.
pakistantoday.com.pk/2021/02/07/aman-21-brings-russia-nato-in-joint-
drill-for-first-time-in-decade/. 

throughout, while India had the largest combined share 
of negative news (Figure 7).

Figure 7: Plotting by the author based on data compiled in Annexure-III

Since these findings do not take into account non-
English reports, including those that may have been 
unindexed by Google, they cannot be considered highly 
accurate. However, they do present an approximate 
picture of general media reports in English, which cover 
the exercise. 

Internet Search Trends: The platform Google Trends 
was used for temporal analysis of the generic keywords 
“aman exercise” during the timeframe 1 January 
2021 (Date of Origin) and 17 February 2021 (Date of 
Conclusion). 

Research suggests that interest in AMAN-2021 increased 
on 7 February 2021 and peaked on 14 February 2021, 
declining sharply by the time of the International 
Fleet Review (16 February 2021). While users based in 
Pakistan looked-up “aman exercise” the most, the next 
highest searches were from Indonesia (# 2), India (# 3) 
and, finally, the US (# 4). 

In all, despite including searches from low volume47 
regions, only the aforementioned foreign countries 
appear to have had an interest (Figure 8).

47  Here, “volume” refers to the number of Google search engine user 
attempts to look up the keywords. 



9

For the purpose of objective yet approximate 
assessment, social media analytics were not employed. 
Conventionally, the employment of accounts for 
institutional image projection and, conversely, for 
noise makes it difficult to sift through the bulk of data. 
Moreover, it has been observed that most of the accounts 
propagating in favour of or against an occurrence 
employ sock-puppets for content dissemination, making 
them unreliable sources for content evaluation.

Policy Recommendations

Despite its success, there are underlying aspects of 
AMAN-2021 that merit a high-level review by the 
authorities concerned before the next edition is held:

• Improve Public Affairs Operations:

• The functional framework for PR-related activities 
needs to be thoroughly streamlined for timely publicity 
of content related to various exercises. 

• Publicity material should not unnecessarily classify 
information about participating countries and vessels 
as “unfit” for public consumption. Detailed handouts 
or briefings should be handed to local/foreign media 
correspondents, which may also include names of 
respective national contingent representatives etc. The 
model of content dissemination followed by the US 
and China, which publish in-depth information, may 
be replicated to suit the domestic environment. 

• Regulate Foreign Media Activities: Foreign 
media agencies covering AMAN exercises should be 
discouraged from publishing political comments that 
violate the norms of diplomatic niceties and can spoil 
overall consensus-building for regional maritime 
security cooperation. 

• Boost Diplomatic Overtures with the IOR Island 
States: Geostrategic realities necessitate improving 
ties with Maldives, Mauritius, Madagascar, and 
Seychelles. Invitations to these IOR island countries 
should be accorded the highest priority.

• Strengthen ASEAN Relations: Stringent efforts 
must be made to include important Southeast Asian 
countries in future AMAN exercises. These include 
Malaysia, Singapore, the Philippines and Thailand.  

• Juxtapose AMAN with RMSP: Since AMAN 
exercises and RMSP have been occurring persistently 
in the Western Indian Ocean, it is prudent to officially 
juxtapose both phenomena. This could prove 
particularly helpful for expanding the scope and 
popularity of future RMSP.

• Strengthen Lobbying for IORA Membership: 

• Pakistan should use the platform of AMAN exercises 
to garner support for its inclusion in IORA.

• Campaigns highlighting the positive role of AMAN 
exercises should be conducted by military attachés/
naval officers posted in countries that participate as 
members/observers so that India’s continued veto of 

Figure 8: Google Trends results (acquired on 24 February 2021)
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Pakistan’s membership to IORA is rendered obsolete.

Conclusion

This paper attempted to fill some information gaps 
pertaining to AMAN-2021 and highlight certain aspects 
that were previously unknown.

While the Indian Navy took the lead in multilateral 
naval diplomacy in IOR through MILAN exercises (since 
1995), both their scope and scale were limited. Forty-
one countries were reportedly invited to MILAN-2020,48 
which would have made it the largest edition thus far, 
but it was postponed due to COVID-19.49 Even if the 
list of countries remains unmodified, it will remain 
overshadowed by the Pakistan Navy’s AMAN-2019 
exercise that had a participation of 45 foreign navies50 
and the recent AMAN-2021. 

Moreover, AMAN exercises remain the largest of their 
kind in the Western Indian Ocean, and in lieu of its 
geostrategic significance among extra-regional actors, 
bear more symbolic value.

Despite its success, there are underlying aspects of 
AMAN-2021 that merit high-level review before the next 
edition is held. Policy recommendations shared above 
provide useful pointers.

48  “Defence Min: India to host international Naval Exercise ‘Milan 2020’ in 
Vizag, 41 countries invited”, INDUS DICTUM, last modified November 25, 
2019, https://indusdictum.com/2019/11/25/defence-min-india-to-host-
international-naval-exercise-milan-2020-in-vizag-41-countries-invited/. 
49  Shaurya Karanbir Gurung, “Indian Navy Postpones Multilateral exercise 
Milan 2020 due to coronavirus”, The Economic Times, last updated March 
03, 2020, https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/indian-
navys-multilateral-exercise-milan-2020-postponed-due-to-coronavirus/
articleshow/74461918.cms?from=mdr. 
50  Sünnetci, “Together for Peace.” 



11

Annexure I 1 
 

 
 Country 
1.  Afghanistan 

2.  Azerbaijan 

3.  Bangladesh 

4.  Bahrain 

5.  Belarus 

6.  Brazil 

7.  Canada 

8.  China 

9.  Congo 

10.  Denmark 

11.  Djibouti 

12.  France  

13.  Germany 

14.  Iran 

15.  Italy 

16.  Indonesia 

17.  Iraq 

18.  Japan 

19.  Jordan 

20.  Kazakhstan 

21.  Kenya 

22.  Kuwait 

2 
 

23.  Libya 

24.  Nigeria 

25.  Oman 

26.  Palestine 

27.  Philippines 

28.  Poland 

29.  Qatar 

30.  Romania 

31.  Russia 

32.  Sierra Leone 

33.  Saudi Arabia 

34.  Sudan 

35.  Switzerland 

36.  South Korea 

37.  Sri Lanka 

38.  Tanzania 

39.  Tajikistan 

40.  Turkey 

41.  UAE 

42.  US 

43.  UK 

44.  Ukraine 

45.  Uzbekistan 

 

Original List of Invitees to Exercise AMAN-2021

Source: Ministry of Defence
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List of Final/ Confirmed Participants In Exercise AMAN-2021

Annexure II

4 
 

Annexure II 

 
List of Final/ Confirmed Participants In Exercise AMAN-2021 

 
 Country 
1.  Azerbaijan 

2.  Bangladesh 

3.  Bahrain 

4.  Belarus 

5.  Brazil 

6.  Canada 

7.  China 

8.  Congo 

9.  Denmark 

10.  Djibouti 

11.  France  

12.  Germany 

13.  Iran 

14.  Italy 

15.  Indonesia 

16.  Iraq 

17.  Japan 

18.  Jordan 

19.  Kazakhstan 

20.  Kenya 

5 
 

21.  Kuwait 

22.  Libya 

23.  Nigeria 

24.  Oman 

25.  Palestine 

26.  Poland 

27.  Qatar 

28.  Romania 

29.  Russia 

30.  Sierra Leone 

31.  Saudi Arabia 

32.  Sudan 

33.  Switzerland 

34.  South Korea 

35.  Sri Lanka 

36.  Tanzania 

37.  Tajikistan 

38.  Turkey 

39.  UAE 

40.  US 

41.  UK 

42.  Ukraine 

43.  Uzbekistan 

 Source: Ministry of Defence
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Annexure III

Year Month Area/ Port Visiting Vessel
2018 July Saudi Arabia/ Jeddah PNS SAIF51

Oman/ Sultan Qaboos (Muscat) PNS SAIF52

September Oman/ Sultan Qaboos (Muscat) PNS KHAIBAR53

2019 May Oman/ Sultan Qaboos (Muscat) PNS SHAMSHEER54

June Bahrain/ Mina Salman PNS KHAIBAR55

Oman/ Salalah PNS ASLAT56

July Oman/ Sultan Qaboos (Muscat) PNS SHAHJAHAN57

Saudi Arabia/ Jeddah PNS ASLAT58

September Oman/ Salalah PNS ALAMGIR59

2020 February Southeast Gwadar Not Publicised60

October Gulf of Aden/ Unspecified PNS ZULFIQUAR61

51  “First Ever Deployment of Pakistan Navy Ship Under Pakistan Navy’s Regional Maritime Security Patrol (RMSP) Initiative in Gulf of Aden & Southern Red Sea 
Region”, Inter services Public Relations (ISPR), last modified July 12, 2018, https://www.ispr.gov.pk/press-release-detail.php?id=4824.
52  “Pakistan Navy Ship Saif Visits Oman During First Deployment Under Pakistan Navy’s Regional Maritime Security Patrol (RMSP) Initiative”, Inter services public 
relations (ISPR), last modified July 29, 2018, https://www.ispr.gov.pk/press-release-detail.php?id=4845. 
53 “Pak Navy Ship KHAIBAR visits Muscat during RMSP deployment,” Dunya News, last updated on September 11, 2018, https://dunyanews.tv/en/Pakistan/456598-
Pak-Navy-Ship-KHAIBAR-visits-Muscat-during-RMSP-deployment. 
54  “PNS Shamsheer visits Oman as part of Regional Maritime Security”, The News, last modified May 02, 2019, Patrols, https://www.thenews.com.pk/latest/466071-
pns-shamsheer-visits-oman-as-part-of-regional-maritime-security-patrols. 
55  “Pakistan Navy ship Khaibar visits Bahrain’s Mina Salman port,” Daily Pakistan, last modified June 01, 2019, https://en.dailypakistan.com.pk/01-Jun-2019/
pakistan-navy-ship-khaibar-visits-bahrain-s-mina-salman-port. 
56 “PNS ASLAT visits Port Salalah as part of overseas deployment for RMSP”, Business Recorder, last modified June 24, 2019, https://fp.brecorder.
com/2019/06/20190624490532/. 
57 “Pakistan Navy Ship PNS Shahjahan visits Muscat”, The News, July 24, 2019, https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/502951-pakistan-navy-ship-pns-shahjahan-
visits-muscat. 
58  “PNS ASLAT visits Jeddah as part of overseas development on RMSP”, Daily Times, last modified July 07, 2019,
https://dailytimes.com.pk/425109/pns-aslat-visits-jeddah-as-part-of-overseas-development-on-rmsp/. 
59  “Pakistan Navy Ship Alamgir Visits Port Salalah, Oman as part of Regional Maritime Security Patrol (RMSP)”, Inter Services Public Relation (ISPR), last modified 
September 24, 2019, https://www.ispr.gov.pk/press-release-detail.php?id=5426. 
60 “1,390kg of narcotics seized by navy”, The News, last modified February 12, 2020, https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/612693-1-390kg-of-narcotics-seized-by-
navy. 
61  “PNS ZULFIQUAR PARTICIPATES IN PASSAGE EXERCISE WITH JAPANESE MARITIME SELF DEFENSE FORCE SHIPONAMI”, Press release by Directorate General 
Public Relations (Pakistan Navy), last modified October 06, 2020, https://www.paknavy.gov.pk/Final%20PR%20PNS%20Zulfiqaur%20Passex.pdf. 

Timeline - Pakistan Navy’s Regional Maritime Security Patrols
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Annexure IV

Country Headline Overall Sentiment
UAE 45 international navies coming to Pakistan for ‘Aman 21’ (Gulf 

News)62

Positive

India 46 countries including Russia, NATO coming to Pakistan for 
maritime exercise (WION)63

Neutral

Pakistan Navy to conduct Exercise Aman, 45 countries will attend 
(Business Standard)64

Neutral

Pakistan Navy’s Aman 2021 multinational maritime exercise 
concludes (Press Trust of India)65

Neutral

Pakistan’s ‘Aman’ Exercise has U.S., Russian, Chinese, NATO Navies 
Participating (Defenseworld.net)66

Neutral

Pakistan’s Naval Exercise Aman-21: More Rhetoric Less Substance 
(BharatShakti.in)67

Negative

Pakistani, Russian navies to conduct joint drills following AMAN 
exercise - Russian Navy (United News of India)68

Positive

Chinese Navy balances India’s ‘destabilising role’ in Indian Ocean: 
Pak Navy chief (Hindustan Times)69

Negative

Pakistan Navy chief visits Russian warship. Should India worry? 
(The Week)70

Neutral

India Turkey, and China prepare Pakistan for future wars (IANS)71  

(The Economic Times)
Negative

Pakistan fuels political and strategic contestations in Arabian Sea 
(Sentinel Assam)72

Negative

62 Sana Jamal, “45 international navies coming to Pakistan for ‘Aman 21”, World Asia, last modified February 06, 2021, https://gulfnews.com/world/asia/
pakistan/45-international-navies-coming-to-pakistan-for-aman-21-1.77003350. 
63  Anas Mallick, “46 countries including Russia, NATO coming to Pakistan for maritime exercise,” WION, https://www.wionews.com/south-asia/46-countries-
including-russia-nato-coming-to-pakistan-for-maritime-exercise-362476. 
64  Ajai Shukla, “Pakistan Navy to conduct Exercise Aman, 45 countries will attend”, Business Standard, last modified February 11, 2021, https://www.business-
standard.com/article/international/pakistan-navy-to-conduct-exercise-aman-45-countries-will-attend-121021100031_1.html. 
65  “Pakistan Navy’s Aman 2021 multinational maritime exercise concludes,” Business Standard, last modified February 16, 2021, https://www.business-standard.
com/article/international/pakistan-navy-s-aman-2021-multinational-maritime-exercise-concludes-121021601524_1.html. 
66  Pakistan’s ‘Aman’ Exercise has U.S., Russian, Chinese, NATO Navies Participating,” Defense World, last modified February 12, 2021, https://www.defenseworld.
net/news/28958/Pakistan’s_Aman_Exercise_has_U_S_Russian_Chinese_NATO_Navies_Participating#.YDXdUPlsbIV. 
67  “Pakistan’s Naval Exercise Aman-21: More Rhetoric Less Substance”, Bharat Shakti, last modified February 15, 2021, 
https://bharatshakti.in/pakistans-naval-exercise-aman-21-more-rhetoric-less-substance/. 
68  “Pakistani, Russian navies to conduct joint drills following Aman exercises- Russian navy”, United News of India, last modified February 13, 2021, http://www.
uniindia.com/pakistani-russian-navies-to-conduct-joint-drills-following-aman-exercise--russian-navy/world/news/2318106.html. 
69  Sutirtho Patranobis, “Chinese Navy balances India’s ‘destabilising role’ in Indian Ocean: Pak Navy chief,” Hindustan Times, last modified February 05, 2021, 
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/chinese-navy-balances-india-s-destabilising-role-in-indian-ocean-pak-navy-chief-101612528466879.html. 
70 “Pakistan Navy chief visits Russian warship,” Hindustan Times, Should India worry?” The Week, last modified February 15, 2021, https://www.theweek.in/news/
world/2021/02/15/pakistan-navy-chief-visits-russian-warship-should-india-worry.html. 
71  “Turkey, and China prepare Pakistan for future wars”, The Economics Times, last modified Feb 04, 2021,
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/turkey-china-prepare-pakistan-for-future-wars/articleshow/80649245.cms. 
72 “Pakistan fuels political and strategic contestations in Arabian Sea”, The Sentinel, last modified February 10, 2021, 
https://www.sentinelassam.com/national-news/pakistan-fuels-political-and-strategic-contestations-in-arabian-sea-524252 https://www.sentinelassam.com/
national-news/pakistan-fuels-political-and-strategic-contestations-in-arabian-sea-524252. 

Foreign Media Coverage of Exercise AMAN-2021 (1 January - 17 February 2021)



15

Aman-2021 Maritime exercise: Pakistan’s bid to counter India 
in Indian Ocean? New Delhi watches cautiously (International 
Business Times)73

Negative

With focus on peace and stability in Indian Ocean, navy conducts 
largest war games (DNA)74

Negative

Military conflict in South Asia could endanger regional stability, 
hurt global trade flows: Qureshi (Press Trust of India)75

Neutral

US Pakistan to Host Russia, NATO Members for Joint Naval Drill (Voice 
of America)76

Neutral

Pakistan Navy hosts multinational exercise in Arabian Sea 
(Associated Press)77

Neutral

UK Multinational naval exercise ‘Aman-2021’ begins in Arabian Sea 
(Naval-Technology.com)78

Neutral

Pakistan-hosted multinational exercise AMAN-2021 kicks off (Naval 
Post)79

Positive

Turkey Multinational military drill ‘to give Pakistan diplomatic push’ 
(Anadolu Agency)80

Positive

Pakistan’s multinational naval exercise to combat terrorism, piracy 
concludes (A News)81

Neutral

Russia Exercise AMAN 2021 Kicks Off Today (New Defence Order. Strategy)82 Positive

Naval exercise starts off Karachi at the AMAN-2021 multinational 
drills, attended by Russia & several NATO countries (Russia Today)83

Neutral

73  Ashish Shukla, “Aman-2021 Maritime exercise: Pakistan’s bid to counter India in Indian Ocean? New Delhi watches cautiously”, International Business Times, 
last modified February 15, 2021,
https://www.ibtimes.co.in/aman-2021-maritime-exercise-pakistans-bid-counter-india-indian-ocean-new-delhi-watches-833225. 
74  Sidhant Sibal, “With focus on peace and stability in Indian Ocean, navy conducts largest war games,” DNA India, last modified February 15, 2021, https://www.
dnaindia.com/india/report-with-focus-on-peace-and-stability-in-indian-ocean-navy-conducts-largest-war-games-2875412. 
75 “Military conflict in South Asia could endanger regional stability, hurt global trade flows: Qureshi,” The Hindu, last modified February 15, 2021, https://www.
thehindu.com/news/international/military-conflict-in-south-asia-could-endanger-regional-stability-hurt-global-trade-flows-qureshi/article33842940.ece.
76  Ayaz Gul, “Pakistan to Host Russia, NATO Members for Joint Naval Drill”, South and Central Asia, last modified February 08, 2021, https://www.voanews.com/
south-central-asia/pakistan-host-russia-nato-members-joint-naval-drill. 
77  “Pakistan Navy Hosts Multinational Exercise in Arabian Sea,” Washington Post, last accessed March 08, 2021,  https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/
pakistan-navy-hosts-multinational-exercise-in-arabian-sea/2021/02/12/f0d9a2e6-6d4c-11eb-a66e-e27046e9e898_story.html. 
78  “Multinational naval exercise ‘Aman-2021’ begins in Arabian Sea”, Naval Technology, last modified February 15, 2021,
https://www.naval-technology.com/news/aman-2021-arabian-sea/. 
79  Dorian Archus, “Pakistan-hosted multinational exercise AMAN-2021 kicks off,” Naval Post, last modified February 14, 2021, 
https://navalpost.com/pakistan-hosted-multinational-exercise-aman-2021-kicks-off/. 
80  Aamir Latif, “Multinational military drill ‘to give Pakistan diplomatic push,” Anadolu Agency, last modified February 10, 2021, https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-
pacific/multinational-military-drill-to-give-pakistan-diplomatic-push/2139989. 
81  “Pakistan’s multinational naval exercise to combat terrorism, piracy concludes,” A News, last modified February 17, 2021, https://www.anews.com.tr/webtv/
world/pakistans-multinational-naval-exercise-to-combat-terrorism-piracy-concludes. 
82  “Exercise AMAN 2021 Kicks Off Today,” New Defence Order Strategy, last modified February 09, 2021, https://dfnc.ru/en/world-news/exercise-aman-2021-
kicks-off-today/. 
83  “Naval exercise starts off Karachi at the AMAN-2021 multinational drills, attended by Russia & several NATO countries”, RT News, last modified February 15, 
2021, https://www.rt.com/russia/515478-naval-exercise-karachi-aman/. 
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Aman-21 multinational maneuvers switch to naval phase in 
Arabian Sea (TASS)

Neutral

Iran Pakistan Navy to stage exercise with 45 states including Iran 
(IRNA)84

Neutral

Iran’s military official consults with Pakistan Navy commander over 
maritime security (Tehran Times)85

Neutral

Extra-regional forces not needed to maintain navigation security: 
Iranian admiral (Press TV)86

Negative

China Pakistani, Chinese navies play important roles in maintaining 
maritime order of Indian Ocean: Exclusive with Pakistan Navy chief 
(Global Times)87

Positive

Pakistan hosts joint naval drills including the US, China and Russia 
(South China Morning Post)88

Positive

Qatar Pakistan accuses India of stoking conflict in Indian Ocean (Al 
Jazeera)

Neutral

Canada Pakistan’s multinational naval exercise to combat terrorism, piracy 
concludes (Reuters)89

Neutral

Sri Lanka SLNS Gajabahu takes part in AMAN-2021 exercise in Pakistan 
(News First)90

Neutral

Malaysia Pakistan Navy Hosts Exercise AMAN-21 (Asian Defence Journal)91 Positive

84  “Pakistan Navy to stage exercise with 45 states including Iran”, Islamic Republic News Agency, last modified February 07, 2021, https://en.irna.ir/news/84214857/
Pakistan-Navy-to-stage-exercise-with-45-states-including-Iran. 
85  “Iran’s military official consults with Pakistan Navy commander over maritime security,” Tehran Times, last modified February 15, 2021, https://www.
tehrantimes.com/news/458157/Iran-s-military-official-consults-with-Pakistan-Navy-commander. 
86  “Extra-regional forces not needed to maintain navigation security: Iranian admiral,” Press TV, last modified February 14, 2021, https://www.presstv.com/
Detail/2021/02/14/645249/Iran-extra-regional-forces-navigation-security. 
87  Liu Xuanzun and Guo Yuandan, “Pakistani, Chinese navies play important roles in maintaining maritime order of Indian Ocean: Exclusive with Pakistan Navy 
chief”, Global Times, last modified February 04, 2021,  https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202102/1214952.shtml. 
88  “Pakistan hosts joint naval drills including the US, China and Russia,” South China Morning Post, last modified February 16, 2021, https://www.scmp.com/video/
asia/3122027/pakistan-hosts-joint-naval-drills-including-us-china-and-russia. 
89  “Pakistan’s multinational naval exercise to combat terrorism, piracy concludes,” Reuters, 2021,  https://www.reuters.com/article/instant-article/idUSKBN2AG1T7. 
90  Pavani Hapuarachchi, “SLNS Gajabahu takes part in AMAN-2021 exercise in Pakistan”, News 1st, last modified February 18, 2021, https://www.newsfirst.
lk/2021/02/18/slns-gajabahu-takes-part-in-aman-2021-exercise-in-pakistan/. 
91  “Pakistan Navy Hosts Exercise AMAN-21”, Asia Defence Journal (ADJ), last modified February 11, 2021, https://adj.com.my/2021/02/11/pakistan-navy-hosts-
exercise-aman-21/. 


